MEER ALUM 1804 to 1808

Meer Alum was a nobleman of the Court who, during the war with
Tippu Sultan, had commanded with great credit the auxiliary troops of the
Nizam. This old servant of the State, who was distinguished beyond any
other for his political sagacity and experience, took charge of the adminis-
tration in the year 1804. Meer Alum was then far advanced in years, and
little able to sustain the pressure of public business. In may 1808 this
upright and able Minister died. He was a very sincere friend of the British
and for many years was mainly instrumental in preserving amicable relations
between the two powers. His Highness Secunder Jah expressed a determi-
nation for carrying on the administration of the country himself which he

did till June  1809 when he  appointed Nawab Munir-ul-Mulk as Prime
Minister.

NAWAB MUNIR-UL-MULK    1809 to 1832

Nawab Munir-ul-Mulk, son-in-law of Meer Alum, was appointed as
Minister under the express provision that he was to be Minister only in
name and that all the authority and responsibility of the office to be
vested in Raja Chandoo Lai, the Deputy Minister, a man of great abilities.
His method of administration, however, was extremely primitive in theory
as well as in practice.

Nawab Munir-ul-Mulk, who was appointed nominal Minister was
compelled to sign a written agreement to take no part in the administration
but to content himself in the enjoyment of a stipend of six lakhs of rupees
per annum. The authority of the Government was at the same time vested
in Raja Chandoo Lai who possessed great acuteness and was intimately
conversant with all the intricacies of the Hyderabad Government and, there-
fore, best fitted to guide the policy of the Government Nawab Munir-ul-
Mulk held the office of nominal Minister until the year 1832 when
he died and
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